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As I prepare to move to another parish after 12 yearshere, I want to offer a special welcome to those
who are not in regular attendance at the celebration of
the Eucharist. I’m glad you’re here ... back home!!!!
This is one of those times when what ought to be
said is difficult to say. There are a lot of feelings
involved and feelings aren’t easily captured in words.
For instance ... I want to say we missed you. We’re
sorry for anything we might have done to hurt you. I
don’t know when it happened, or how it happened, but
I know the kinds of hurts that can happen in the
Church. You may have felt unwelcome because of
separation or divorce. You may have felt angry because
of all the changes in the Church, or the way they were
implemented. Perhaps you had a bad experience at the
time of a baptism, or a wedding, or a funeral. You may
have gotten into an argument with a priest over just
about anything. Well, whatever the cause, whoever was
at fault ... we’re sorry. The Lord taught us that we never
have to be victims of our past. His gifts of forgiveness
and healing set us free — free to be at peace despite
bad memories — free to love again — free to laugh.
So far I’ve been writing mostly about people who
have been hurt. There are others, I know, who more or
less just drifted away. Welcome back! We hope you
find what we’ve found ... a community whose beliefs,
prayers and sacraments give life and death more
meaning — not answers for everything just meaning
and strength as we journey towards the ultimate
answer ... God.
To all who are here, let me admit that this Church of
ours is not a perfect Church — it never was — and it
never will be. Sometimes people have the impression
that we claim perfection or that we come together
because we have a better-than-thou attitude. That’s not
the Church Christ founded. He was accused of eating
and drinking with sinners and that was the truth. We
come together because we are sinners who need to be
forgiven, supported and challenged ... not because we
are perfect. We come together precisely because
we are not perfect. The first thing we do at Mass
— whether you are the Pope or a 3rd grader — is
acknowledge our sinfulness. “Kyrie Eleison — Lord
have mercy.” In any language it means the same. It
means that we are sinners who have come together
because we believe in the Lord’s mercy. The prayer we
say after the Our Father says it all: “Lord Jesus Christ,
You said to Your apostles: I leave you peace, my peace I
give you. Look not on our sins, but on the faith of your
Church, and grant us your peace.”
Your return need not be complicated. I’d suggest
simply coming to Mass next Sunday and picking it up
from there. II there is a problem with marriage outside
the Church or divorce, most of these situations can
be resolved. Please don’t hesitate to talk to a priest.
We are here most of all to minister the Lord’s love and
forgiveness.
Er. John Newton, Neil McNeil graduate, writing to the
parishioners of Blessed Sacrament Parish, Toronto.
He is now Pastor at St. John’s Parish.
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